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As We Gather... The season of Pentecost has arrived! With the arrival
of the Holy Spirit, this season of the Church Year is marked by growth.
We see evidence of the growth the Spirit is seeking in this week'’s
Readings. The Lord and giver of life seeks to see His people grow
faithful hearts through faithful worship, resulting in faithful service.
When the way ahead isn't as clear or as comfortable as we would like,
we rely on the Lord’s wisdom, leading us back to His faithful servant,
Jesus Christ, who clears the obstacles of our sinfulness and comforts
us with His Word and sacramental gifts.

CHILDREN’'S WORSHIP HELPS... Please know we have two
children’s worship bulletins available for young non-readers and
older children. Both bulletins have activities that go along with the
weekly theme. We also have activity bags for children hanging on
the rear wall of the church for use throughout the worship service. If
needed we have a cry room/nursery (with changing table) behind the
organ in the southwest corner of the church.

Confession and Absolution
849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness

1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness
With a liberating light;
Praise the One who frees the pris'ners,
Turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the Gospel,
Healing ev'ry dread disease,



Calming storms, and feeding thousands
With the very Bread of peace.

2 Praise the One who blessed the children

With a strong, yet gentle, word;

Praise the One who drove out demons
With the piercing, two-edged sword.

Praise the One who brings cool water
To the desert’s burning sand;

From this Well comes living water,
Quenching thirst in ev'ry land.

3 Let us praise the Word Incarnate,
Christ, who suffered in our place.
Jesus died and rose victorious
That we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness,
Seeing what our God has done;
Let us praise the true Redeemer,
Praise the One who makes us one.

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License no. 110005513. Tune: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their
Baptism.



P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness
and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace
for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Service of the Word



Introit Psalm 71:20-24; antiphon: v. 3

Be to me a rock of refuge, to which | may continually come;
you have given the command to save me, for you are my rock

and my fortress.
You who have made me see many troubles and calamities
will revive me again; from the depths of the earth you will

bring me up again.

You will increase my greatness and comfort me again.
| will also praise you with the harp for your faithfulness, O
my God; | will sing praises to you with the lyre, O Holy One
of Israel.

My lips will shout for joy, when | sing praises to you;
my soul also, which you have redeemed.
And my tongue will talk of your righteous help all the day
long, for they have been put to shame and disappointed
who sought to do me hurt.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.

Amen.

Be to me a rock of refuge, to which | may continually come;
you have given the command to save me, for you are my rock

and my fortress.



Kyrie

C Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204

C 1 To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven
Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!

We praise and bless You, Father;

Your holy name, we sing—

Our thanks for Your great glory,

Lord God, our heav'nly King.

2 To You, O sole-begotten,
The Father’s Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior,
You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus;
Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow’r are seated
At God's right hand on high—

3 For You alone are holy;
You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,

Be worshiped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit

LSB 204



Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father’s glory.
“Amen!” our glad reply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
O God, You have prepared for those who love You such good
things as surpass our understanding. Cast out all sins and evil
desires from us, and pour into our hearts Your Holy Spirit to guide
us into all blessedness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 65:7-9

'l was ready to be sought by those who did not ask for me;
| was ready to be found by those who did not seek me.
| said, “"Here am |, here am |,”
to a nation that was not called by my name.
°| spread out my hands all the day
to a rebellious people,
who walk in a way that is not good,
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following their own devices;
*a people who provoke me
to my face continually,
sacrificing in gardens
and making offerings on bricks;
‘who sit in tombs,
and spend the night in secret places;
who eat pig’s flesh,
and broth of tainted meat is in their vessels;
"who say, “Keep to yourself,
do not come near me, for | am too holy for you.”
These are a smoke in my nostrils,
a fire that burns all the day.
®Behold, it is written before me:
“I will not keep silent, but | will repay;
| will indeed repay into their bosom
"both your iniquities and your fathers’ iniquities together,
says the LORD;
because they made offerings on the mountains
and insulted me on the hills,
| will measure into their bosom
payment for their former deeds.”

*Thus says the LORD:

“As the new wine is found in the cluster,
and they say, ‘Do not destroy it,
for there is a blessing in it/

so | will do for my servants’ sake,
and not destroy them all.

°l will bring forth offspring from Jacob,
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and from Judah possessors of my mountains;
my chosen shall possess it,
and my servants shall dwell there.”

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Galatians 3:23—4:7
>Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law,
imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. **So then, the
law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be
justified by faith. ©>But now that faith has come, we are no longer
under a guardian, **for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God,
through faith. ’For as many of you as were baptized into Christ
have put on Christ. ?®There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one
in Christ Jesus. 2°And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's
offspring, heirs according to promise.

' mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a
slave, though he is the owner of everything, *but he is under
guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 3In the
same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the
elementary principles of the world. “But when the fullness of time
had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the
law, °to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as sons. °And because you are sons, God has sent
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” ’So you



are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through
God.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel Luke 8:26-39
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

*Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is
opposite Galilee. "When Jesus had stepped out on land, there met
him a man from the city who had demons. For a long time he had
worn no clothes, and he had not lived in a house but among the
tombs. 2*When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him
and said with a loud voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus,
Son of the Most High God? | beg you, do not torment me.” *°For
he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For
many a time it had seized him. He was kept under guard and
bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and
be driven by the demon into the desert.) *°Jesus then asked him,
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"What is your name?” And he said, “Legion,” for many demons had
entered him. 3'And they begged him not to command them to
depart into the abyss. **Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there
on the hillside, and they begged him to let them enter these. So
he gave them permission. **Then the demons came out of the man
and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank
into the lake and were drowned.

**When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and told
it in the city and in the country. **Then people went out to see what
had happened, and they came to Jesus and found the man from
whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed
and in his right mind, and they were afraid. **And those who had
seen it told them how the demon-possessed man had been
healed. *'Then all the people of the surrounding country of the
Gerasenes asked him to depart from them, for they were seized
with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. **The man
from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with
him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, **"Return to your home, and
declare how much God has done for you.” And he went away,
proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done
for him.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
C | believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
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And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life + everlasting. Amen.

Children’s Sermon

541 “Away from Us!” the Demon Cried
1 “Away from us!” the demon cried
When Christ, the Lord, drew near.
“Our dark, disordered world is lost
When You, the Light, appear!”

2 But Jesus spoke with God’s own pow'r;
“Come forth!” was His command;
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For evil cannot bear the Light
Nor sin the Truth withstand.

3 O risen Christ, God's living Word,
To us, we pray, draw near.
Come, speak the truth that cleanses sin
With love that conquers fear.

4 Drive out the doubt that cripples faith;
Expel our pride and greed
That we, from pow’rs that threaten us,
May, by Your grace, be freed.

5 Then help us, Lord, to greet each day
With hearts and wills made new
And, when You call us forth to serve,
To rise and follow You.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007. Text: © 2000 GIA
Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110005513

Sermon "Confronting Demons", Luke 8:26-39
Stand
Prayer of the Church

Sit
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Offering
Service of the Sacrament

Stand

Preface LSB 208
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow
on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless
love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death
that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will
overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
singing:
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Sanctus LSB 208
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav'n and earth with full acclaim
shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and
Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and
all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You
promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His

body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
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Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”
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Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 210

C 1 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.

2 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,

And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke
Sit
Distribution Hymns

628 Your Table | Approach
1 Your table |1 approach;
Dear Savior, hear my prayer.
Let not an unrepentant heart
Prove hurtful to me there.

2 Lord, | confess my sins
And mourn their wretched bands;
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A contrite heart is sure to find
Forgiveness at Your hands.

3 Your body and Your blood,
Once slain and shed for me,
Are taken at Your table, Lord,
In blest reality.

4 Search not how this takes place,
This wondrous mystery;

God can accomplish vastly more

Than what we think could be.

5 O grant, most blessed Lord,
That earth and hell combined
May not about this sacrament
Raise doubt within my mind.

6 Oh, may I never fail
To thank You day and night
For Your true body and true blood,
O God, my peace and light.

Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633-1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828-
1915, alt. Text: Public domain

537 Beautiful Savior
1 Beautiful Savior,
King of creation,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I'd love Thee,
Truly I'd serve Thee,
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

2 Fair are the meadows,
Fair are the woodlands,
Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer,
Jesus is purer,
He makes our sorr'wing spirit sing.

3 Fair is the sunshine,
Fair is the moonlight,
Bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter,
Jesus shines purer
Than all the angels in the sky.

4 Beautiful Savior,
Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor,
Praise, adoration
Now and forevermore be Thine!

Text: MUnsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Munster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss,
1823-1904 Text: Public domain
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Stand

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211

C1 O Lord, now let Your servant
Depart in heav'nly peace,
For | have seen the glory
Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles
Unto Your holy hill,
The glory of Your people,
Your chosen Israel.

2 All glory to the Father,
All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit,
Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning,
Is now, shall ever be,
God’s triune name resounding
Through all eternity.

Post-Communion Collect

P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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C Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Benediction

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.

707 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways
1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways
To keep His statutes still!
Oh, that my God would grant me grace
To know and do His will!

2 Order my footsteps by Thy Word
And make my heart sincere;
Let sin have no dominion, Lord,
But keep my conscience clear.

3 Assist my soul, too apt to stray,
A stricter watch to keep;
And should | e’er forget Thy way,
Restore Thy wand’ring sheep.
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4 Make me to walk in Thy commands—
"Tis a delightful road—
Nor let my head or heart or hands
Offend against my God.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt. Text: Public domain
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Attendance Last Week: 197
General giving last week: $7972.00
Budget giving needed: $7500.00

Calendar of Activities this week at St. John

23 Monday Council Meeting 6:00 pm
26 Thursday  Lemonade Stand @ School

10:30 am — 1:30 pm
26 Thursday Worship Service/HC 6:30 pm
29 Sunday Worship Service/HC 9:00 am
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LEMONADE STAND: St. John Lutheran School will be
holding a Lemonade Stand on Thursday, June 26™ from

pAfgiNe; 10:30 am to 1:30 pm to raise money for our school roof
FUNDS | project. Please come out and support our lemonade stand

if you are able.

SUPPORT MISSIONARY JOSH PIECHOWSKI: Josh, a son of St.
John, was here last week to tell us about his work as a missionary to
students at UW-La Cross through CRU (a Christian but not LCMS
ministry). Josh has to raise all of his own funding as a missionary; if
you would like to support the work he is doing with the Lord, you can
give at: https://give.cru.org/1288484

FOOD PANTRY: St. John is collecting non-perishable food items for

the Berlin Food Pantry this month of June. Please see the church
newsletter for most needed items. They also accept paper products
and monetary donations. Our bin is located in the card room.

CHURCH PICNIC: Our church picnic for 2025 has been scheduled
for Sunday, June 29'". Worship at 10:30 am. Lunch at 11:30 am.
The main course of smoked pork butt will be provided. Please bring
a dish to pass. Beverages will be provided. "Please bring a
cornhole set for the tournament if you have one. We are looking
to get a couple of games going. Kids games will also be provided.
Bring your super soakers.
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**Church Picnic Sunday Service Plans**

On June 29th, we'll have a regular service at the church at
9:00AM and a service at the park at 10:30. It is the 5" Sunday, so
it will be Matins and no communion.

THE HUMAN CARE COMMITTEE would like to thank you for the
generous support you have given us to share. Your donations are
very much appreciated by all those who have received them and
those of us who have been able to let them know we all care. THANK

YOU!

LWML CARDS ARE RE-USABLE! If you receive one of the hand-
made cards from the LWML, the designer wishes you to know that
they can be re-used if you so desire. The sticker on the front of the
envelope is removable and the card’s inner liner with the message
can be removed, leaving you with a card that you can pass along to
someone else to brighten their day of you wish.
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