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(To Our Guests: The Lord's Supper is celebrated at St. John Lutheran
Church in the confession and glad confidence that our Lord, as He
says, gives not only bread and wine, but His very body and blood to
eat and drink for the forgiveness of sin. In joyful obedience to the
clear teaching of our Lord Jesus those are invited to His table who
trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive
and love as He forgives and loves us. They show forth His death until
He comes. Because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith
which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in
doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod and so are unable to receive the Sacrament
are invited to meditate on God's Word in the distribution hymn and
pray for the day when divisions will have ceased. Please note that
there is a cup of white grape juice in each tray which contains a drop
of wine for those who prefer grape juice. Thank you!)

AS WE GATHER... One of the small but interesting features of many
cathedral and monastery churches in Europe and other places is
presence of misericords. A misericord is a small wooden shelf
attached to the underside of a folding seat in a church, often in the
choir area. Misericords physically supported people at worship
during long periods of standing during extended prayer and other
services when sitting was not permitted. The term “misericord”
means “pity of the heart.” That word is part of the church phrase
Misericordia Domini, a Latin term for describing the acts of mercy of
God to His people. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, constantly and
consistently shows acts of mercy to us as His people. His care comes
straight from the heart!



CHILDREN’'S WORSHIP HELPS... Please know we have two
children’s worship bulletins available for young non-readers and
older children. Both bulletins have activities that go along with the
weekly theme. We also have activity bags for children hanging on
the rear wall of the church for use throughout the worship service. If
needed we have a cry room/nursery (with changing table) behind the
organ in the southwest corner of the church.

Pre-Service Music

Ringing of the Bells

Welcome

Confession and Absolution

473 Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free
1 Our Paschal Lamb, that sets us free,
Is sacrificed. O keep
The feast of freedom gallantly;
Let alleluias leap: Refrain

ref Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Again
Sing alleluia, cry aloud: Alleluia! Amen!

2 Let all our lives now celebrate
The feast; let malice die.
Let love grow strong anew, and great,
Let truth stamp out the lie. Refrain



3 Let all our deeds, unanimous,
Confess Him as our Lord
Who by the Spirit lives in us,
The Father’s living Word. Refrain

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-76 Text: © 1974 Augsburg
Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110005513

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their
Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness
and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in
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the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace
for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 23, antiphon: John 10:14, 15b
| am the good shepherd.
| know my own and my own know me,
and | lay down my life for the sheep.
The LORD is my shepherd;
| shall not want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.
He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will
fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my
5



enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

| am the good shepherd.
| know my own and my own know me,
and | lay down my life for the sheep.

Kyrie LSB 204
C Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
C 1 To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven
Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!
We praise and bless You, Father;
Your holy name, we sing—
Our thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, our heav’'nly King.

2 To You, O sole-begotten,
The Father’s Son, we pray;
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O Lamb of God, our Savior,
You take our sins away.

Have mercy on us, Jesus;
Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow'r are seated
At God's right hand on high—

3 For You alone are holy;
You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,

Be worshiped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit
Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father’s glory.
“Amen!” our glad reply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from
death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that
when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who
calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C Amen.

First Reading Acts 4:1-12
(Peter and John are brought before the Jerusalem Council.)

'As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain
of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, °greatly
annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming
in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. *And they arrested them
and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already
evening. “But many of those who had heard the word believed, and
the number of the men came to about five thousand.

°On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered
together in Jerusalem, ®with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas
and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly
family.

’And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, "By what
power or by what name did you do this?” ®Then Peter, filled with
the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, °if
we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a
crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, "let it be
known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised
from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. "'This
Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has
become the cornerstone. ?And there is salvation in no one else,



for there is no other name under heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.”

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

P.  Christ has risen from the dead.
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor.
He has given him dominion over the works of his hands;
he has put all things under his feet.

Epistle 1 John 3:16-24
(Followers of Christ are called to love in deed and in truth.)

'°By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. '"But if anyone has
the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart
against him, how does God's love abide in him? "8Little children,
let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.

"By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our
heart before him; °for whenever our heart condemns us, God is
greater than our heart, and he knows everything. 2'Beloved, if our
heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; **and
whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his
commandments and do what pleases him. 2*And this is his
commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us. **Whoever

keeps his commandments abides in him, and he in them. And by
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this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given
us.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God.

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel (Jesus prays for and about His disciples.)
John 10:11-18

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

""Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down his life for the sheep. ?°He who is a hired hand and not a
shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and
leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and
scatters them. "*He flees because he is a hired hand and cares
nothing for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. | know my own
and my own know me, "just as the Father knows me and | know
the Father; and | lay down my life for the sheep. '®And | have other
sheep that are not of this fold. | must bring them also, and they will
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listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. '"For
this reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my life that |
may take it up again. '®No one takes it from me, but | lay it down
of my own accord. | have authority to lay it down, and | have
authority to take it up again. This charge | have received from my
Father.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
C | believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

11



He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory

to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life + of the world to come. Amen.

Children’s Sermon

709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is
1 The King of love my shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never;
| nothing lack if I am His
And He is mine forever.

2 Where streams of living water flow,
My ransomed soul He leadeth
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And, where the verdant pastures grow,
With food celestial feedeth.

3 Perverse and foolish oft | strayed,
But yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid
And home rejoicing brought me.

4 In death’s dark vale | fear no ill
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me,
Thy rod and staff my comfort still,
Thy cross before to guide me.

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

6 And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may | sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-77 Text: Public domain

Sermon “Of Sheep and the Shepherd” John 10: 11-18
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Prayer of the Church

P

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Shepherd of Israel, in Your Son, Jesus Christ, You have sought out
Your sheep and gathered us into Your flock. Keep us always in Your
fold, and guard us from every wolf and snare. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P

Heavenly Father, You alone gather us as Your sheep and send
faithful shepherds to us. Call all who have wandered from Your
flock, and bless the faithful shepherds who gather them through
the voice of Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P

Heavenly Father, Your Son has called us to love our brothers. Turn
us in love toward the neighbors closest to us, especially within our
own homes, that we may daily show our confidence in God by
deed and truth, laying down our lives as Christ first did for us. Lord,
in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P

Eternal Lord, through the Paschal Lamb You have wrought peace
between man and God. By Your gift of good government, grant
peace and good days also to our citizens and between the nations
of the world, that we and all our neighbors may lead quiet lives in
godly contentment. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.
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P Heavenly Father, by the firstfruits of Christ’s life from the dead, You
secured forgiveness for our troubled consciences. Bless also with
temporal health and well-being those who suffer among us

[especially J. Grant them aid in this moment and, even
more so, true, immortal health in the world to come. Lord, in Your
mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P O Lord, our Shepherd, You calm all fears in this valley of the
shadow of death, and You prepare the holy table of Your Son'’s
testament for us in the presence of our enemies. Grant us
repentant and faithful hearts. In every tribulation or besetting sin,
lead us to find comfort and strength in Your overflowing mercy
given to us here in this Sacrament. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Lord God, out of Your fatherly goodness You have remembered us
poor, miserable sinners and given Your beloved Son to be our
Shepherd — not only to nourish us by His Word, but also to defend
us from sin, death and the devil. Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that
even as this Shepherd knows us and helps in every affliction, we
also may know Him, trust Him, seek help and comfort in Him,
heartily obey His voice, and obtain eternal salvation; through the
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Offering
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 208
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow
on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless
love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death
that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will
overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
singing:

Sanctus LSB 208
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’'n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of
Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
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Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death,
He has redeemed us from bondage to sin and death, and by His
resurrection, He has delivered us into new life in Him.

Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His
body given into death and drinking His life's blood poured out for
our salvation until we pass through death to the promised land of
life eternal.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
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and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “"Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My + blood, which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 210

C 1 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
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2 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,

And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

666 O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe
1 O little flock, fear not the foe
Who madly seeks your overthrow;
Dread not his rage and pow'r.
And though your courage sometimes faints,
His seeming triumph o'er God's saints
Lasts but a little hour.

2 Be of good cheer; your cause belongs
To Him who can avenge your wrongs;
Leave it to Him, our Lord.
Though hidden yet from mortal eyes,
His Gideon shall for you arise,
Uphold you and His Word.

3 As true as God's own Word is true,
Not earth nor hell’s satanic crew
Against us shall prevail.
Their might? A joke, a mere facade!
God is with us and we with God—
Our vict'ry cannot fail.
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4 Amen, Lord Jesus, grant our prayer;
Great Captain, now Thine arm make bare,
Fight for us once again!
So shall Thy saints and martyrs raise
A mighty chorus to Thy praise
Forevermore. Amen.

Text: Jacob Fabricius, 1593-1654; tr. Catherine Winkworth,
1827-78, alt. Text: Public domain

735 Have No Fear, Little Flock
1 Have no fear, little flock;
Have no fear, little flock,

For the Father has chosen

To give you the Kingdom;
Have no fear, little flock!

2 Have good cheer, little flock;
Have good cheer, little flock,
For the Father will keep you
In His love forever;
Have good cheer, little flock!

3 Praise the Lord high above;
Praise the Lord high above,
For He stoops down to heal you,
Uplift and restore you;
Praise the Lord high above!
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4 Thankful hearts raise to God;
Thankful hearts raise to God,
For He stays close beside you,
In all things works with you;
Thankful hearts raise to God!

Text (st. 1): Heinz Werner Zimmermann, 1930; (sts. 2—4):
Marjorie A. Jillson, 1931-2010 Text: © 1973 Concordia
Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110005513

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211
C 10 Lord, now let Your servant
Depart in heav'nly peace,
For | have seen the glory
Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles
Unto Your holy hill,
The glory of Your people,
Your chosen Israel.

2 All glory to the Father,
All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit,
Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning,
Is now, shall ever be,
God'’s triune name resounding
Through all eternity.
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Post-Communion Collect

P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Benediction

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C Amen.

740 | Am Jesus’ Little Lamb
1 1'am Jesus' little lamb,
Ever glad at heart | am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me,
Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev'ry day the same,
Even calls me by my name.
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2 Day by day, at home, away,
Jesus is my staff and stay.
When | hunger, Jesus feeds me,
Into pleasant pastures leads me;
When | thirst, He bids me go
Where the quiet waters flow.

3 Who so happy as | am,
Even now the Shepherd'’s lamb?
And when my short life is ended,
By His angel host attended,
He shall fold me to His breast,
There within His arms to rest.

Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724-82; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal,
1941 Text: Public domain
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Calendar of Activities this week at St. John

25 Thursday Worship Service/HC 6:30 pm
28 Sunday Worship Service/HC 9:00 am
28 Sunday Sunday School 10:15 am
28 Sunday Adult Bible Class 10:15 am

OUR VACANCY PASTOR is Pastor David Hintz. He will be serving
us at St. John until we find the man the Lord has chosen to be our
next pastor. His contact information is:

PHONE: 920-227-7915

EMAIL: revdwhintz@hotmail.com

IT'S COMING...THE CHOP SUEY SUPPER! The Chop Suey Supper
will be held on Wednesday, April 24™. The supper will be drive-thru
only again this year and will run from 4:30 pm until the food runs
out. Adult tickets are $12 in advance, $15 at the door. Children’s
tickets are $8 in advance and $12 at the door. Tickets can be
purchased at: Farmers and Merchants Bank, Lady Bug Floral,
Krause's Service, State Farm Insurance, Berlin Oil, The Mop Shop, and
the St. John School Office. Get your tickets and plan to attend! WE
DELIVER!!! Call Nancy at 920-361-4179

FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE USING THE SCREENS
EXCLUSIVELY and may not want or need a full bulletin...we have
available in the back of church and from the ushers a "news” sheet
which contains the same calendar, announcements and sermon
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outline found in the regular bulletin. If interested, please pick one up
and see if it meets your needs.

LWML NEWS CONVENTION INFORMATION: The Love of Christ
(TLC) Fund Established in 1998 by the LWML SWD, one of the
purposes of The Love of Christ (TLC) endowment fund is to provide
monies for special scholarships for attendees to the LWML South
Wisconsin District events. We want all LCMS women to be able to
attend the 2024 District Convention June 14-15, 2024, at Bethlehem
Lutheran Church, Sun Prairie, WI. If you find yourself in need of
financial assistance to attend the convention, please apply for a TLC
scholarship. Applications can be found online at Ilwml-
swd.org/Events/Conventions, or speak to your Group or Zone
president about obtaining an application. All applications are
handled in a strictly confidential manner. The deadline to submit an
application is May 1, 2024.

Plan now to join your LWML sisters for the LWML SWD Convention
on June 14-15, 2024, at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Sun Prairie, WI.
Our speakers will include LWML Representative Karen Morrison and
guest speaker Carolyn Blum. Ms. Blum is an historian, author, past
LWML Vice President of Organizational Resources, associate editor
and news editor of the LWML Quarterly, and a past L WML SWD
President. She shares how God guides her to serve where she is
called. Registration and more information are available online at
lwml-swd.org/events/conventions.
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ELECTRONIC GIVING: Would you like your stewardship to be
automated? St. John enables you to give your church offering by
using electronic funds transfer (EFT). You may already be using EFT
to have your mortgage, car payment and bills automatically paid
using this method. Now your gift to God can be regular and “off the
top,” just like these other commitments.

There is no cost to you for this service. Just think — you won't have
to write 52 checks a year! And you won't have to wonder where you
put your church offering envelopes.

If you would like to participate, contact Amy Radliff by phone 920-
361-1437 or by email at theradliffs@gmail.com for an enrollment
form.

You can give weekly or monthly. Your giving is recorded at the church
office and will reflect on your annual statement.
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