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(To Our Guests: The Lord's Supper is celebrated at St. John Lutheran Church in the confession and
glad confidence that our Lord, as He says, gives not only bread and wine, but His very body and blood
to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sin. In joyful obedience to the clear teaching of our Lord Jesus
those are invited to His table who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive
and love as He forgives and loves us. They show forth His death until He comes. Because Holy
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet
instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod and so are unable to receive the Sacrament are invited to meditate on God's Word in the
distribution hymn and pray for the day when divisions will have ceased. Please note that there is a


http://www.stjohnberlin.org/

cup of white grape juice in each tray which contains a drop of wine for those who prefer grape juice.
Thank you!)

AS WE GATHER... We consider today Jesus’ words “You are the light of the world.” Jesus tells His
followers that their light should not be hidden, but rather it should help others to see. As we go about
our daily lives, by God's grace we walk in the light of Jesus. Warmed by His light, we share that light
He has given us with others in how we act, in what we say, and especially in spreading the good news
about Jesus' forgiveness.

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP HELPS... Please know we have two children’s worship bulletins available for
young non-readers and older children. Both bulletins have activities that go along with the weekly
theme. We also have activity bags for children hanging on the rear wall of the church for use
throughout the worship service. If needed we have a cry room/nursery (with changing table) behind
the organ in the southwest corner of the church.

Pre-Service Music
Ringing of the Bells
Welcome
Confession and Absolution

412 The People That in Darkness Sat

1 The people that in darkness sat
A glorious light have seen;
The light has shined on them who long
In shades of death have been,
In shades of death have been.

2 To hail Thee, Sun of Righteousness,
The gath’ring nations come;
They joy as when the reapers bear
Their harvest treasures home,
Their harvest treasures home.

3 To us a Child of hope is born,
To us a Son is giv'n,
And on His shoulder ever rests
All pow'r in earth and heav'n,
All pow'r in earth and heav'n.

4 His name shall be the Prince of Peace,
The Everlasting Lord,
The Wonderful, the Counselor,



The God by all adored,
The God by all adored.

5 His righteous government and pow'r
Shall over all extend;
On judgment and on justice based,
His reign shall have no end,
His reign shall have no end.

A6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray,
And make us Thine alone,
Who with the Father ever art
And Holy Spirit, one,
And Holy Spirit, one.

Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

o

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



Service of the Word

Introit Ps. 1719:9-16;, antiphon: Ps. 119:12

Blessed are you, O LORD;
teach me your statutes!

How can a young man keep his way pure?
By guarding it according to your word.

With my whole heart | seek you;

let me not wander from your commandments!
| have stored up your word in my heart,

that I might not sin against you.

Blessed are you, O LORD;
teach me your statutes!
With my lips | declare
all the just decrees of your mouth.

In the way of your testimonies | delight
as much as in all riches.

| will meditate on your precepts
and fix my eyes on your ways.

| will delight in your statutes;
| will not forget your word.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Blessed are you, O LORD;
teach me your statutes!

Kyrie LSB 152

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all let us pray to the Lord.



C Lord, have mercy.

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen.

Hymn of Praise This Is the Feast LSB 155

C This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God,

and join in the hymn of all creation.
Blessing, honor, glory, and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that, relying on the hope of
Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C Amen.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 58:3-9a
(God urges mercy and compassion to those in need.)

3Why have we fasted, and you see it not?
Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?’
Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure,
and oppress all your workers.
4Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight
and to hit with a wicked fist.
Fasting like yours this day
will not make your voice to be heard on high.
°Is such the fast that | choose,
a day for a person to humble himself?
s it to bow down his head like a reed,
and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him?
Will you call this a fast,
and a day acceptable to the LORD?
®|s not this the fast that | choose:
to loose the bonds of wickedness,
to undo the straps of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
’Is it not to share your bread with the hungry
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover him,
and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?
8Then shall your light break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up speedily;
your righteousness shall go before you;
the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.
9Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer;
you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here | am.’
If you take away the yoke from your midst,
the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness,

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 112:1-9 (antiphon: v. 4)

Praise the LORD!
Blessed is the man who fears the LORD,



who greatly delights in his commandments!
2His offspring will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.

3Wealth and riches are in his house,
and his righteousness endures forever.

“Light dawns in the darkness for the upright;
he is gracious, merciful, and righteous.

°It is well with the man who deals generously and lends;
who conducts his affairs with justice.

®For the righteous will never be moved;
he will be remembered forever.

"He is not afraid of bad news;
his heart is firm, trusting in the LORD.

8His heart is steady; he will not be afraid,
until he looks in triumph on his adversaries.

He has distributed freely; he has given to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever;
his horn is exalted in honor.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 2:1-12

(Paul proclaims nothing but Christ crucified.)

'And |, when | came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with
lofty speech or wisdom. 2For | decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him
crucified. 2And | was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, “and my speech and my
message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,
>that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

®Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the
rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 'But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of
God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood
this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. °But, as it is written,

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
nor the heart of man imagined,
what God has prepared for those who love him"—

%these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the
depths of God. ""For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in
him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. ?’Now we have
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received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the
things freely given us by God.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse L[SB 156

C Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 5:13-20
(You are the light of the world. Let your light shine.)

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

13[Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s
feet.

14"You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. ™Nor do people light a
lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. ®In the same
way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father who is in heaven.

7"Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not come to abolish
them but to fulfill them. For truly, | say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a
dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. "*Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of
these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of
heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kihngdom of heaven.

20"For | tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Message

577 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast

1 Almighty God, Your Word is cast
Like seed into the ground;
Now let the dew of heav'n descend
And righteous fruits abound.



2 Let not the sly satanic foe
This holy seed remove,
But give it root in ev'ry heart
To bring forth fruits of love.

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares
The rising plant destroy,
But let it yield a hundredfold
The fruits of peace and joy.

4 So when the precious seed is sown,
Life-giving grace bestow
That all whose souls the truth receive
Its saving pow'r may know.

Public domain

Sermon
“Are You a Thermometer or a Thermostat?” (Matt. 5:13-20)

Nicene Creed

C 1 believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again



according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory

to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life + of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

P: Dear heavenly Father, You sent Your Son to be the light of the world. Send out messengers and
missionaries to share the light of Christ in every corner of the earth, that people from every
tribe, nation, and language would follow Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Lord, there are many in this world who live in the darkness of depression, anxiety, and mental
illness. Help us to be light to those in dark places, to encourage them to seek medical
assistance, and to accept them as Your beloved children. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P: Lord, shine Your light upon all those in public office. Enlighten them with Your wisdom and
keep them from the darkness of the evil one. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P: Lord, strengthen all those who are poor, homeless, hungry, oppressed, or in need in any way.

Help us to see these people as Your creations in need of Your mercy and light, just as we are.
Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, [especially . . .]. Have mercy

upon them and heal them according to Your good and gracious will. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
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P: Lord, we commend all of these things to Your infinite mercies, which are new every morning.
Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer. Amen.

Offering

Offertory LSB 159

C What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Preface LSB 160

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itisright to give Him thanks and praise.

P Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been
hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your
Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the
fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 7161

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord's Prayer LSB 762
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
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C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord L[SB 162

Pax Domini LSB 163

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei L[SB 163

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution Hymns
523 O Word of God Incarnate

1 O Word of God incarnate,

O Wisdom from on high,

O Truth unchanged, unchanging,
O Light of our dark sky:

We praise You for the radiance
That from the hallowed page,

A lantern to our footsteps,
Shines on from age to age.

2 The Church from You, dear Master,

Received the gift divine;

And still that light is lifted
O’er all the earth to shine.

It is the chart and compass
That, all life's voyage through,

Mid mists and rocks and quicksands
Still guides, O Christ, to You.
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3 O make Your Church, dear Savior,

A lamp of burnished gold

To bear before the nations
Your true light as of old!

O teach Your wand'ring pilgrims
By this their path to trace

Till, clouds and darkness ended,
They see You face to face!

427 In the Cross of Christ | Glory

1 In the cross of Christ | glory,
Tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time.
All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime.

2 When the woes of life o’ertake me,
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy,

Never shall the cross forsake me;

Lo, it glows with peace and joy.

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming
Light and love upon my way,
From the cross the radiance streaming
Adds more luster to the day.

4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure
By the cross are sanctified;
Peace is there that knows no measure,
Joys that through all time abide.
Public domain

Post-Communion Canticle "Thank the Lord” LSB 7164

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Collect

P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C Amen.

Benediction L[SB 166

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C Amen.

698 May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill

1 May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfill
And do on earth our Father’s will
As angels do above;
Still walk in Christ, the living way,
With all Thy children and obey
The law of Christian love.

2 So may we join Thy name to bless,
Thy grace adore, Thy pow'r confess,
From sin and strife to flee.
One is our calling, one our name,
The end of all our hopes the same,
A crown of life with Thee.

3 Spirit of life, of love and peace,
Unite our hearts, our joy increase,
Thy gracious help supply.
To each of us the blessing give
In Christian fellowship to live,
In joyful hope to die.

Public domain
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Attendance Last Week: 194
General giving last week: $7888.00
Budget giving needed: $7500.00

Calendar of Activities this week at St. John

.7 Tuesday Board of Elders 6:00 pm
8 Wednesday Public Confirmation 3:45 pm
8 Wednesday Senior Choir 7:00 pm
9 Thursday Worship/HC 6:30 pm
12 Sunday Worship Service/HC 9:00 am
12 Sunday Bible Class 10:15 am
12 Sunday Sunday School 10:15 am

DOOR COLLECTION FOR HUMAN CARE: Today a free will collection will be taken at the door. All
funds collected will be used by the St. John Human Care Committee to assist in the various ministries
they are involved in.

ST. JOHN SERVICE AVAILABLE ON RADIO! Tune in to AM 1600 or FM 93.1 from 9:30 — 10:30 each
week to hear our St. John service broadcast. You can also listen on your computer anytime by doing
the following:

Go to: http://hometownbroadcasting.com/
CLICK the PODCAST menu (2™ from left)
SCROLL down to near the bottom of that page
Select stjohn.mp3 from the list of available services
If you know of an ill or shut-in friend or relative who might like to tune in, please pass this information
along to them.

CHURCH SERVICE AVAILABLE ANYTIME ON OUR WEBSITE: New weekly service will be available
starting Friday afternoon. GO TO: www.stjohnberlin.org. Click on “CHURCH.” Click on the CHURCH
SERVICE/BULLETIN tab on the home page. Then click on the link to the service video. The link to the
bulletin is there also.

ELECTRONIC GIVING: Would you like your stewardship to be automated? St. John enables you to
give your church offering by using electronic funds transfer (EFT). You may already be using EFT to
have your mortgage, car payment and bills automatically paid using this method. Now your gift to
God can be regular and "off the top,” just like these other commitments.

15


http://hometownbroadcasting.com/
http://www.stjohnberlin.org/

There is no cost to you for this service. Just think — you won't have to write 52 checks a year! And
you won't have to wonder where you put your church offering envelopes.

If you would like to participate, contact Amy Radliff by phone 920-361-1437 or by email at
theradliffs@gmail.com for an enrollment form.

You can give weekly or monthly. Your giving is recorded at the church office and will reflect on your
annual statement.

4_st. John
I Lutheran School

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN M- ﬂ disgom SCHOOL

invites you to our
OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, February 16, 2023
4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
146 Mound Street, Berlin

Now enrolling 3K - 8" Grade and offering
ALL DAY 3K and 4K for 2023 - 2024 School Year

You and your child are welcome to take a tour,
meet our teachers, and ask questions.

St. John offers just some of the following for a quality, caring Christian Education:
e Joyful Christ-Centered Classrooms
e Academic Excellence
e Accredited School through NLSA
e All Teachers have State of Wisconsin License
e Active & Engaging Learning Environment
e Technology Integration in All Grades
e After School Sports Program
o Affordable Tuition

e Wisconsin Private School Choice Program

St. John Lutheran School | 146 Mound Street Berlin, W/
920.361.0555 school@stjohnberlin.org
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SERMON OUTLINE
February 2/5, 2023
Theme: “Are You a Thermometer or Thermostat?”
(Matthew 13-20)

I. Thermometer or Thermostat

A, A thermometer it's environment.
B. A thermostat has to change things!
C. Jesus calls each of us a of the world.

D. We live in a world that is filled with
E. As thermostats, we are to our light into the dark lives of other people.
F. One who is a thermometer will say and just go with the flow.

Il. You Were Called to Be a Thermostat!

A. The "you” Jesus is referring to is all of !

B. And we are this light right !

C. Combined, our light becomes very

D. We are urged to be -like toward others.
E. It's not light, but light!

F. Despite our , God can use us and our light!
G. It's God's light, not our that count!
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