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(To Our Guests: The Lord's Supper is celebrated at St. John Lutheran Church in the confession and glad 

confidence that our Lord, as He says, gives not only bread and wine, but His very body and blood to eat and 

drink for the forgiveness of sin. In joyful obedience to the clear teaching of our Lord Jesus those are invited to 

His table who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and 

loves us. They show forth His death until He comes. Because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith 

which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing 

from that of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and so are unable to receive the Sacrament are invited to 

meditate on God's Word in the distribution hymn and pray for the day when divisions will have ceased.  Please 

note that there is a cup of white grape juice in each tray which contains a drop of wine for those who prefer 

grape juice. Thank you!) 

 

AS WE GATHER… The Gospel for the First Sunday after Christmas takes us to the temple in Jerusalem, where 

Jesus is brought by Mary and Joseph. In presenting Him there, they are affirming that He is dedicated to God 

http://www.stjohnberlin.org/
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as a firstborn son. But He is much more than a son—He is the Son. In her classic hymn text, German hymnist 

Elisabeth Cruciger celebrates His coming as she writes, “The only Son from heaven, foretold by ancient seers, By 

God the Father given, In human form appears. No sphere His light confining, No star so brightly shining As He, 

our Morning Star” (LSB 402:1). Jesus is the One in whom we see our salvation, whose light guides our way 

through life, and whose presence enlightens our world. With joy, we worship Him! 

 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP HELPS… Please know we have two children’s worship bulletins available for young 

non-readers and older children. Both bulletins have activities that go along with the weekly theme.  We also 

have activity bags for children hanging on the rear wall of the church for use throughout the worship service.  If 

needed we have a cry room/nursery (with changing table) behind the organ in the southwest corner of the 

church. 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 

WELCOME 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

519 In His Temple Now Behold Him  LSB 519 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of 

our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God 

and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 

condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His 

grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called 

and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit Ps. 98:1– 4; antiphon: Is. 52:10 

The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 

His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

The LORD has made known his salvation; 

he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

 

All O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more 

wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like 

us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:10—62:3 (Nations will acknowledge the Chosen One of the Lord.) 

10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 

my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

to sprout up before all the nations. 

1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 

until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 

and her salvation as a burning torch. 
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2The nations shall see your righteousness, 

and all the kings your glory, 

and you shall be called by a new name 

that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm Psalm 111 (antiphon: v. 9a, b) 

1Praise the LORD! 

I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 

in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 

2Great are the works of the LORD, 

studied by all who delight in them. 

3Full of splendor and majesty is his work, 

and his righteousness endures forever. 

4He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; 

the LORD is gracious and merciful. 

5He provides food for those who fear him; 

he remembers his covenant forever. 

6He has shown his people the power of his works, 

in giving them the inheritance of the nations. 

7The works of his hands are faithful and just; 

all his precepts are trustworthy; 

8they are established forever and ever, 

to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 

9He sent redemption to his people; 

he has commanded his covenant forever. 

Holy and awesome is his name! 

10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 

all those who practice it have a good understanding. 

His praise endures forever! 

 

Epistle Galatians 4:4–7 (At the right time, God sent His Son into the world.) 

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem 

those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the 

Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an 

heir through God. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:22–40 (Jesus is presented in the temple by Mary and Joseph.)  

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
22 When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to 

present him to the Lord  
23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to 

offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now 

there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the 

consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 

would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the 

parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and 

blessed God and said, 

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 

31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary 

his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and 

a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 
36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having 

lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did 

not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that very hour she 

began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own 

town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles' Creed LSB 207 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message 

 

389 Let All Together Praise Our God  LSB 389 

 

 

 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 
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The angel bars the way no more. 

    To God our praises rise, 

    To God our praises rise. 

 

Δ7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield 

    And Spirit evermore; 

    We praise You evermore. 

 

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012190. 

Public domain 

 

Sermon “The Bucket List”  (Luke 2:25-27) 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P: Gathered as God’s people and as heirs of an eternal inheritance, let us pray for the whole Church and for all who 

bear the name of Jesus Christ, who is our Light and our Salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Lord of all, watch over our nation and grant Your divine favor to all who bear office in our land, especially the 

president and Congress of the United States, the governor and legislature of this state,, and to all those who 

make, administer, and judge our laws. Help them to serve all those in their care according to Your holy will, that 

we may live in peace and safety. 

 

Save us from pestilence and plague, for unseasonable weather, and the dangers that are ever-present in our lives. 

Grant us Your blessing as one calendar year closes and another begins. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Give a special measure of blessing to those with special needs. Especially we remember the sick, the shut-in, those 

dealing with depression, those who sorrow, and others known to us who at this time are in need of prayer…  Help 

us to be people who bless, encourage, and strengthen all those in our circles of relationship and beyond. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Sovereign Lord, we remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You in Your Church on earth, 

who now rest from their labors.  Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and bring us at last to the joys of 

heaven. Bless the communion we share on earth as we await the Supper of the Lamb in His kingdom. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Him who 

died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above 

all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into 

our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen 

from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise 

again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 209 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

 

Pax Domini  LSB 209 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 
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Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that 

of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

390 Let Us All with Gladsome Voice 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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Calendar of Activities this week at St. John 

      6 Wednesday Public Confirmation 3:45 pm 

      7 Thursday  Worship Service/HC 6:30 pm 

      9 Saturday  Un-Decorate the Church 9:00 am 

    10 Sunday  Worship Service/HC 8:00 am 

    10 Sunday  Sunday School 9:15 am 

    10 Sunday  Adult Bible Class 9:15 am 

    10 Sunday  Worship Service/HC 10:30 am 

 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP HELPS… Please know we have two children’s worship bulletins available for 

young non-readers and older children. Both bulletins have activities that go along with the weekly 

theme.  We also have activity bags for children hanging on the rear wall of the church for use 

throughout the worship service.  If needed we have a cry room/nursery (with changing table) behind 

the organ in the southwest corner of the church. 

DOOR COLLECTION FOR HUMAN CARE:  Today a free will collection will be taken at the door.  All 

funds collected will be used by the St. John Human Care Committee to assist in the various ministries 

they are involved in. 

 

ST. JOHN SERVICE AVAILABLE ON RADIO!  Tune in to AM 1600 or FM 93.1 from 9:30 – 10:30 each 

week to hear our St. John service broadcast.  You can also listen on your computer anytime by doing 

the following: 

Go to:  http://hometownbroadcasting.com/ 

Drop down the LISTEN LIVE menu (farthest left) 

Click on "Listen to Church Services" at the bottom 

Select stjohn.mp3 from the list of available services 

If you know of an ill or shut-in friend or relative who might like to tune in, please pass this information 

along to them.  

 

CHURCH SERVICE AVAILABLE ANYTIME ON OUR WEBSITE:  New weekly service will be available 

starting Friday afternoon.  GO TO: www.stjohnberlin.org.  Click on “CHURCH.”  Click on the CHURCH 

SERVICE/BULLETIN tab on the home page.  Then click on the link to the service video. The link to the 

bulletin is there also. 

 

YOUR NEW 2021 CHURCH ENVELOPES ARE IN YOUR MAILBOX!  Please pick them up and plan to 

begin using them right away on Sunday, January 3rd.  Please check the name label on your envelopes 

immediately as you pull it out of your mailbox.  If something is not correct, notify Pastor, an Elder or 

Cathy Young.  Remember…your nametag is BELOW the mailbox slot.  If your family has more than 

one envelope box, please check the table in the Library for additional envelopes. 

 

http://hometownbroadcasting.com/
http://www.stjohnberlin.org/
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CHURCH UN-DECORATING…  We will be taking down the church decorations on Saturday, Jan. 9th 

at 9 AM if you’d like to lend a hand.  Thanks! 

 

SERMON OUTLINE 

December 27, 2020 

Theme: “The Bucket List” (Luke 2:25-27)    

 

I.  Our Bucket Lists 

 

A. Many people make a ___________ of the places they want to see before they ___________. 

 

B. ______________ had completed his bucket list – except for one thing! 

 

C. He was longing to see the promised  ________________. 

 

D. Mary and Joseph were at the temple to make a sacrifice for Mary’s _________________. 

 

E. Their child would force people to choose whether or not they wanted to get _____________ to 

God. 

 

F.  Both _____________ and ___________ could now die having seen the Christ child. 

 

II.  We, Too, Must See the Christ Child 

 

 A.  We can’t really __________ unless we see Jesus. 

 

 B. Our faith journey in not a sprint, it’s a _______________. 

 

C. Simeon and Anna remind us why there had to be ________________ in the first place. 

 

D. They remind us that cruelty, pain, and even ___________ is part of God’s salvation plan. 

 

F. We rejoice that Jesus is our ____________ all year for us! 

 

 


