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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 
Berlin, Wisconsin 

The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 
 

 
“Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”  

Matthew 22:21b 
 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 15/18, 2020 

Serving Us Today: 
Pastor Bob Busse (Thursday Preacher) 

Pastor Paul Mundinger (Sunday Preacher)  
Organist: 

920-361-9935 
www.stjohnberlin.org 

 

(To Our Guests: The Lord's Supper is celebrated at St. John Lutheran Church in the confession and glad 
confidence that our Lord, as He says, gives not only bread and wine, but His very body and blood to eat and 
drink for the forgiveness of sin. In joyful obedience to the clear teaching of our Lord Jesus those are invited to 
His table who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and 
loves us. They show forth His death until He comes. Because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith 
which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing 
from that of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and so are unable to receive the Sacrament are invited to 
meditate on God's Word in the distribution hymn and pray for the day when divisions will have ceased.  Please 
note that there is a cup of white grape juice in each tray which contains a drop of wine for those who prefer 
grape juice. Thank you!) 

AS WE GATHER… As the Lord speaks to us in His Word, He calls the righteous to live by faith and always gives 
reason why His people can do so through His continual presence, power, and providence. The Readings today 
urge us, in various ways, to live by faith in our confession and conviction. In Isaiah, He with great conviction 

http://www.stjohnberlin.org/


2 

 

reminds through the prophet, “I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides Me there is no God.” In the Epistle, 
Paul assures the Thessalonians, “He has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also 
in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction.” Finally, in today’s Gospel, Christ urges us to live by 
faith and as stewards of all He has provided, to “render . . . to God the things that are God’s.” Moved by His 
Spirit out of gratefulness for the salvation earned for us by Christ Jesus, we then give God our willing 
obedience, dedicated service, and the glory due His name as we in confession and conviction live by faith in 
and through Him. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP HELPS… Please know we have two children’s worship bulletins available for young 
non-readers and older children. Both bulletins have activities that go along with the weekly theme.  We also 
have activity bags for children hanging on the rear wall of the church for use throughout the worship service.  If 
needed we have a cry room/nursery (with changing table) behind the organ in the southwest corner of the 
church. 

Pre-Service Music 

Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome 

Confession and Absolution 

966 Before You, Lord, We Bow   

 

 

 
 
5 And when in pow’r He comes, 

    Oh, may our native land 
From all its rending tombs 
    Send forth a glorious band, 
A countless throng, 
    With joy to sing 
    To heav’n’s high King 
Salvation’s song! 
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Public domain 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called 

and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

 
Introit Ps. 121:1–4, 7–8; antiphon: Ps. 121:5 

The LORD is your keeper; 
the LORD is your shade on your right hand. 

I lift up my eyes to the hills. 
From where does my help come? 
 

My help comes from the LORD, 
who made heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot be moved; 
he who keeps you will not slumber. 
 

Behold, he who keeps Israel 
will neither slumber nor sleep. 

The LORD will keep you from all evil; 
he will keep your life. 
 

The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in 
from this time forth and forevermore. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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The LORD is your keeper; 
the LORD is your shade on your right hand. 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 
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This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
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P Let us pray. 

 
O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that with You as our ruler and guide we may so pass 
through things temporal that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   
C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 45:1–7 (The Lord uses Cyrus as an instrument of deliverance.} 

1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
whose right hand I have grasped, 

to subdue nations before him 
and to loose the belts of kings, 

to open doors before him 
that gates may not be closed: 

2“I will go before you 
and level the exalted places, 

I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
and cut through the bars of iron, 

3I will give you the treasures of darkness 
and the hoards in secret places, 

that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 
the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 

4For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
and Israel my chosen, 

I call you by your name, 
I name you, though you do not know me. 

5I am the LORD, and there is no other, 
besides me there is no God; 
I equip you, though you do not know me, 

6that people may know, from the rising of the sun 
and from the west, that there is none besides me; 
I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

7I form light and create darkness, 
I make well-being and create calamity, 
I am the LORD, who does all these things. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 96:1–9 (antiphon: v. 9a) 

1Oh sing to the LORD a new song; 
sing to the LORD, all the earth!                                                                                                                                                   
2Sing to the LORD, bless his name;                                                                                                                                              
tell of his salvation from day to day. 

3Declare his glory among the nations, 
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his marvelous works among all the peoples!                                                                                                                             
4For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised;                                                                                                       
he is to be feared above all gods. 

5For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, 
but the LORD made the heavens.                                                                                                                                                
6Splendor and majesty are before him;                                                                                                                            
strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

7Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength!                                                                                                                               
8Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;                                                                                                                        
bring an offering, and come into his courts! 

9Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; 
tremble before him, all the earth! 

 

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10 (The Thessalonians’ faith and example.) 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
Grace to you and peace. 
2We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, 3remembering before our God 

and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, 
brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power 
and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 
6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy 
Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For not only has the word of the 
Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we 
need not say anything. 9For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how 
you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised 
from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 22:15–22 (Jesus tested by the Pharisees about paying taxes to Caesar.) 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 
  



8 

 

 
  

15Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] in his talk.  
16And they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach 
the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. 17Tell us, 
then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to 
the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20And Jesus said to them, 
“Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 21They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him 
and went away. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

 
Children’s Message 
 

940 Holy God, We Praise Thy Name   

 

 

 

 
 
5 Holy Father, holy Son, 
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    Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 
Though in essence only one, 
    Undivided God we claim Thee 
And, adoring, bend the knee 
While we own the mystery. 

 
6 From Thy high celestial home, 

    Judge of all, again returning, 
We believe that Thou shalt come 
    On that final judgment morning, 
When Thy voice shall shake the earth 
And the startled dead come forth. 

 
7 Spare Thy people, Lord, we pray, 

    By a thousand snares surrounded; 
Keep us without sin today, 
    Never let us be confounded. 
Lo, I put my trust in Thee; 
Never, Lord, abandon me. 

 
Public domain 
 

Sermon “God’s Representatives”  (Isaiah 45:1-7) 
 

Nicene Creed  
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
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     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life + of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

 
We offer to You, Lord, the sacrifice of our prayer and praise. You have blessed us with the gift of life in Your Son, 
Jesus Christ. You provide for all our needs, even when we are unaware. Accept our humble thanksgiving, and 
empower us to demonstrate our thanks in words, actions, and dedicated service to You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: We acknowledge that You are the Lord, and there is no other. Strengthen us to resist temptations to serve other 

gods, whether things of this world, others, or ourselves. Open our eyes to see Your presence in all of our lives. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Our Savior Jesus Christ, has reminded us to render to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to You what is Yours. As You 

have established all authority over us, we pray for our leaders in this world, nation, state, and community. Give 
them wisdom and courage to act with justice and mercy for all lives, including the unborn and aged, the 
vulnerable and needful. Bless also those who serve our Church as elected and called officials, and the leaders 
within our own congregation, that all actions bring glory to You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: We lift up all those in need, the hungry and homeless, the mourning and grieving, and all who seek healing, 

[especially . . .]. Give peace, hope, and healing according to Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
P Bless all who commune at this altar today, that through the body and blood of Your Son, Jesus, they be 

strengthened in Your forgiveness, enabled to withstand temptations of the devil, and empowered to lovingly serve 
neighbors in Your name. 
 
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Service of the Sacrament 

 
Preface LSB 160 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and 
by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord's Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
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     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord  LSB 162 

 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei  LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution 
 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 
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Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that 
of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you 
     and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
830 Spread the Reign of God the Lord 

 

 
 
5 Enter, mighty Word, the field; 

Ripe the promise of its yield. 
But the reapers, oh, how few 
For the work there is to do! 

 
6 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 

Rouse to action heart and mind; 
Let the gath’ring nations all 
See Your light and heed Your call. 

 
Public domain 
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Attendance Last Week:  104 
 

General giving last week:     $6229.91 
Budget giving needed:        $7500.00 

 
Calendar of Activities this week at St. John 

  19 Monday  LWML Meeting 6:30 pm 

  20 Tuesday  Council Meeting 6:00 pm 

  21 Wednesday Public Confirmation Class 3:45 pm 

  21 Wednesday Senior Choir 7:00 pm 

  22 Thursday  Worship Service/HC 6:30 pm 

  25 Sunday   Worship Service/HC 8:00 am 

  25 Sunday   Adult & Youth Bible Class 9:15 am 

  25 Sunday   Sunday School 9:15 am 

  25 Sunday               Worship Service/HC 10:30 am 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP HELPS… Please know we have two children’s worship bulletins available for young non-readers 
and older children. Both bulletins have activities that go along with the weekly theme.  We also have activity bags for 
children hanging on the rear wall of the church for use throughout the worship service.  If needed we have a cry 
room/nursery (with changing table) behind the organ in the southwest corner of the church. 
 
FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE USING THE SCREENS EXCLUSIVELY and may not want or need a full bulletin…we have 
available in the back of church and from the ushers a “news” sheet which contains the same calendar, announcements and 
sermon outline found in the regular bulletin.  If interested, please pick one up and see if it meets your needs. 
 
RESOURCES AVAILABLE ON THE WEB 
WWW.STJOHNBERLIN.ORG:   
Enter the CHURCH section by clicking on the left portal at the entry page.  Once there, you will see tabs for access to the 
video recording of the weekly church service, copies of the bulletin, the newsletter, the monthly calendar, and other 
resources.  You can also visit the St. John School web pages from a tab in the church section. 
 
LWML FALL RALLY:    As autumn is upon us, the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, South Wisconsin District (LWML-
SWD) Zone 12 is preparing to hold our Fall Rally on Saturday, October 24th, at Grace Lutheran Church, Omro.  Registration 
begins at 8:30am, with the Rally starting at 9:00.  We rally together under the theme Turn Your Face Toward the SON, 
based on John 6:40.  The Rally will feature Bible Study led by Rev. Paul Mundinger, and a Servant Event to assemble care 
kits for the residents of Omro Care Center and Juliette Manor, Berlin. A box lunch will be served. 
  Our Gifts From the Heart (ingathering) for the care kits include: Hand/body lotion, shampoo, body wash (all 8 - 16oz 
size), denture cleaning tablets, denture cream, toothbrush, toothpaste, combs, and large print activity books. 
  To ensure that participants feel safe and comfortable attending this event, social distancing will be practiced, gloves will 
be worn during the Servant Event, and all are encouraged to wear face masks. 
  The public, men and women, are welcome to attend.  There is no fee, but a free-will offering will be taken.  A head count 
is needed to prepare the box lunches.  Please RSVP to Marilyn Belter, at (920) 229-5372, by Tuesday, October 20th.  Grace 
Lutheran Church is located at 720 Jackson St. (corner of Jackson and Scott St.), Omro. 
     The LWML is the official women’s auxiliary of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS).  For 78 years the mission of the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League has been to assist each woman of the LCMS in affirming her relationship with the 
Triune God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 

http://www.stjohnberlin.org/
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SERMON OUTLINE  
October 15/18, 2020 

 Theme: “God’s Representatives”  (Isaiah 45:1-7) 
 

I.  God’s Earthly Rulers 
 

A. Are you tired of all the ______________ ads on TV yet? 
 

B. It’s hard to see __________ hand working through our political system. 
 
C. Cyrus was the ____________ king of Persia. 
 
D. Cyrus worshiped a god called _______________. 
 
E. Yet, he was the Lord’s ______________ (anointed). 
 
F. Today, God uses people (good and evil) to do His _____________ in the world. 

 
II.  Jesus is the World’s True Messiah 
 

A. Jesus was to __________ for all of our sins. 
 

B. Jesus’ “temple” was torn down and rebuilt in _____________ days. 
 
C. Israel ___________ of their sins and was restored. 
 
D. Through Word, baptism, and His Holy __________, the Lord restores us today. 
 
E. Cyrus was a type of ____________ (but not as good) 
 
F. Jesus  will ______________ be with us!   
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