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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 23/26, 2020 
(To Our Guests: The Lord's Supper is celebrated at St. John Lutheran Church in the confession and glad confidence that our 

Lord, as He says, gives not only bread and wine, but His very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sin. In 

joyful obedience to the clear teaching of our Lord Jesus those are invited to His table who trust His words, repent of all sin, 

and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us. They show forth His death until He comes. Because 

Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or 

who hold a confession differing from that of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and so are unable to receive the 

Sacrament are invited to meditate on God's Word in the distribution hymn and pray for the day when divisions will have 

ceased.  Please note that there is a cup of white grape juice in each tray which contains a drop of wine for those who prefer 

grape juice. Thank you!) 

AS WE GATHER… Treasures are hard to find and even harder to hold on to. Jesus describes the kingdom of God as a great 

treasure hidden in a field, a pearl of great price, and a net full of fish. But this treasure is one of God’s own making. He 

esteems us His treasured possession and delivers up His own Son that we might be His own and live under Him in His 

kingdom without end. On earth that treasure is hidden in the dirt, found side by side among cheap trinkets, and in nets that 
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hold good and bad fish. But one day, it will all be clear. They will be set apart and the false treasures exposed. For now, it is 

enough to believe His Word and trust in His promise and hold steadfast to His Son. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP HELPS… Please know we have two children’s worship bulletins available for young non-readers 

and older children. Both bulletins have activities that go along with the weekly theme.  We also have activity bags for children 

hanging on the rear wall of the church for use throughout the worship service.  If needed we have a cry room/nursery (with 

changing table) behind the organ in the southwest corner of the church. 

Pre-Service Music 

Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome 

Confession and Absolution 

686                          Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P     In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
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C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called 

and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

Introit         Ps. 105:2–6;      antiphon: Ps. 105:1 

Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 

make known his deeds among the peoples! 

Sing to him, sing praises to him; 

tell of all his wondrous works! 

 

Glory in his holy name; 

let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 

Seek the LORD and his strength; 

seek his presence continually! 

 

 

 

Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 

his miracles, and the judgments he uttered, 

O offspring of Abraham, his servant, 

children of Jacob, his chosen ones! 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 

make known his deeds among the peoples! 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 
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Hymn of Praise                  “This Is the Feast”              LSB 155 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

 

All Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, that, receiving what You have 

promised, we may love what You have commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,  who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading      Deuteronomy 7:6–9  

(Because the Lord loves you, He has chosen you  

to be His treasured possession.) 
6“For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured 

possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7It was not because you were more in number than 

any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8but it is because 

the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty 
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hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.  
9Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who 

love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations.  

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm    Psalm 125    (antiphon: v. 2) 

1Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, 

which cannot be moved, but abides forever. 
2As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 

so the LORD surrounds his people, 

from this time forth and forevermore. 

 
3For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest 

on the land allotted to the righteous, 

lest the righteous stretch out 

their hands to do wrong. 
4Do good, O LORD, to those who are good, 

and to those who are upright in their hearts! 

 
5But those who turn aside to their crooked ways 

the LORD will lead away with evildoers! 

Peace be upon Israel! 

 

Epistle                                  Romans 8:28–39 

        (Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.} 

28 We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his 

purpose.  
29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be 

the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 

justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son 

but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge against 

God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was 

raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither death nor 

life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in 

all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Common Alleluia and Verse      LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel                        Matthew 13:44–52  

(The Kingdom of God is like a hidden treasure.) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

  

 
  

44[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his 

joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46who, on finding one pearl of great value, 

went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. 48When it 

was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 49So it will be at 

the close of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the fiery 

furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
51“Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who 

has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and 

what is old.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

724      If God Himself Be for Me                   5 stanzas song to LSB #660  LSB 724 sts. 1–2, 8–10 

1 If God Himself be for me, 

    I may a host defy; 

For when I pray, before me 

    My foes, confounded, fly. 

If Christ, my head and master, 

    Befriend me from above, 

What foe or what disaster 

    Can drive me from His love? 
 

2 I build on this foundation, 

    That Jesus and His blood 

Alone are my salvation, 

    My true, eternal good. 

Without Him all that pleases 

    Is valueless on earth; 

The gifts I have from Jesus 

    Alone have priceless worth. 
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8 No danger, thirst, or hunger, 

    No pain or poverty, 

No earthly tyrant’s anger 

    Shall ever vanquish me. 

Though earth should break asunder, 

    My fortress You shall be; 

No fire or sword or thunder 

    Shall sever You from me. 

 

9 No angel and no gladness, 

    No throne, no pomp, no show, 

No love, no hate, no sadness, 

    No pain, no depth of woe, 

No scheming, no contrivance, 

    No subtle thing or great 

Shall draw me from Your guidance 

    Nor from You separate. 

10 My heart with joy is springing; 

    I am no longer sad. 

My soul is filled with singing; 

    Your sunshine makes me glad. 

The sun that cheers my spirit 

    Is Jesus Christ, my King; 

The heav’n I shall inherit 

    Makes me rejoice and sing. 

Public domain 

 

Children’s Message 

 

Sermon  “Comfort Foods:  Water & Word!”  (Matthew 13:44-52) 

   “Inseparable!”     (Romans 8: 28-39) 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

     and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

     heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 
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     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

     and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

     and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

     glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life + of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P: Lord of mercy, hear the prayers of Your people who call upon You in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

Almighty God, Your love once created all things and set apart a people of Your promise. Grant to us faith that we 

believe Your Word, heed the call of Your love, and find peace in Your gift of salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Blessed Father, Your love is our great treasure and Your kingdom Your gift. Grant that we with bold voice make 

known Your salvation to all the ends of the earth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Merciful God, You established Your Church and endowed her with Your Word and Your Sacraments. Bless all pastors 

and missionaries as they serve us in Your name with Your gifts and grace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

P: Mighty God, You have set over us leaders who exercise the authority of the state for our protection against enemies 

and for justice against evildoers. Bless our president, the Congress of these United States, and all who make, 

administer, and judge our laws. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Compassionate God, Your Son was wounded for our transgressions, and in His wounds are healing and strength. 

Hear us on behalf of all the sick, those who suffer, the grieving, and the dying, [especially . . .]. Grant them all that is 

needed to support them in their hour of need. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Blessed Father, Your Son has set His Table before us and offers to us His flesh as our food and His blood as our 

drink. Give us hearts of faith and fill us with repentance that what we receive from Him we keep faithfully until that 

day when we join all Your saints to rejoice in Your presence on high. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface            LSB 160 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 

Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His 

glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

Sanctus      LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Lord's Prayer         LSB 162 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 
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          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord      LSB 162 

 

Pax Domini      LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei      LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution  

 

Thank the Lord      LSB 164 
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Benediction      LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

660                        Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 
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Serving Us Today: 

Pastor Paul Mundinger (Thursday) 

Pastor Robert Busse (Sunday) 

Organist: Cindy Schuett 

920-361-9935     www.stjohnberlin.org 

http://www.stjohnberlin.org/
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Attendance Last Week:  138 
 

General giving last week:     $6883.31 

Budget giving needed:        $7500.00 

 

 

Calendar of Activities this week at St. John 

 30 Thursday  Worship Service/HC 6:30 pm 

   2 Sunday  Worship Service/HC 8:00 am 

   2 Sunday  Worship Service/HC 10:00 am 

   2 Sunday  Voters Meeting after 10 am service 

 

QUARTERLY VOTERS MEETING:  Sunday, August 2nd.  Following the 10 am worship service.  In 

the lower level of the church.  All communicant members age 18 and up are eligible to become voting 

members. 

 

HUMAN CARE will take a door collection NEXT WEEK to help provide funds for the work they do for 

people in need. 

 

ADDRESS CHANGE?  PHONE # CHANGE?  Please let the church office know so we can keep our 

records current.  You may drop a note in the church office mailbox or write “CHANGED” on your next 

communion card and then fill in what has changed in your information.  Thanks!! 

 

WEEKDAY CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  Please feel to stop in the church anytime during the week if 

you’d like (from 9 AM-noon Mon. – Thurs.) to pick up a bulletin, check your mail, and drop off an 

offering.  Please Note:  We record the Sunday service on the previous Thursday night.  The new Sunday 

service will be on-line every Friday afternoon.  It may be prudent to call ahead to make sure Cathy or 

myself are in the office (361-9935).  Please use the office doors on the north side of the church if you 

do stop in.   

 

***CHURCH SERVICE AVAILABLE ANYTIME ON OUR WEBSITE WITH YOUR COMPUTER***  New 

weekly service will be available starting Friday afternoon.  GO TO:  www.stjohnberlin.org.  Click on 

“CHURCH.”  Click on the CHURCH SERVICE/BULLETIN tab on the home page.  Then click on the link to 

the service video.  The link to the bulletin is there also. 

 

 

http://www.stjohnberlin.org/
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Jesus said: “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found 

and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has 

 and buys that field.”  

Matthew 13:44 

 


